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ORD WEST BANK DEVELOPMENT — DEPARTMENT OF REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
Statement by Minister for Regional Development 

MR B.J. GRYLLS (Pilbara — Minister for Regional Development) [12.14 pm]: I wish to inform the house 
of progress on the Ord west bank development. The Department of Regional Development has recently released 
draft concept plans for an agricultural subdivision in the Ord west bank, which is located north of Kununurra, on 
the western bank of the Ord River, opposite Ivanhoe Crossing. This subdivision is providing agricultural infill in 
Ord stage 1 and will release approximately 1 000 hectares of irrigated farmland in the Ord irrigation area. There 
are two parcels of land of 59 hectares and 1 700 hectares with about 1 000 hectares of the land considered arable. 
It is expected that the subdivision will provide for up to 25 new farms run by local producers and it is hoped that 
the land will be offered for sale by tender in 2014–15. The potential of this land has been recognised for many 
years, and the outstanding soils in this area provide an opportunity to encourage high-value horticultural crops 
and diversification in the Ord system.  

Three different concept plans are available for viewing on the Department of Regional Development’s website. 
These plans were developed after widespread consultation with stakeholder groups, including the 
Ord·Community Reference Group, the Miriuwung–Gajerrong Corporation, local state government agencies and 
the Shire of Wyndham–East Kimberley. The draft plans are open for comment until 30 August 2013, and I 
encourage all interested groups to provide feedback.  
The Ord west bank development follows the announcement earlier this year that Kimberley Agricultural 
Investment Pty Ltd will develop 13 400 hectares of new irrigated land under leasehold. I recently visited 
Kununurra and can report to the house that the clearing of the Goomig area as part of this agreement is underway 
and good progress is being made on clearing that new farmland. The Liberal–National government has invested 
$311 million from royalties for regions into the Ord–East Kimberly expansion project delivering the Ord stage 2 
development, which includes new irrigation channels, new sealed roads and flood protection levees. This 
program has been transformational for the East Kimberley and the opportunities for agricultural diversification 
and investment are outstanding. I will continue to keep the house updated on the progress of this important 
project.  

Mr M.P. Murray: How much rice? 

Mr B.J. Grylls: As much as you want, member! 

Mr M.P. Murray: You couldn’t grow it before! What are you going to grow now? 

The SPEAKER: Member for member for Collie–Preston, I note your concern about rice, but we will move on. 
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